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Official Code of Georgia Annotated TITLE 48 Revenue and Taxation (Chs. 1 — 18)
CHAPTER 5 Ad Valorem Taxation of Property {Arts. 1 — 13) Article 5 Uniform Property
Tax Administration and Equalization (Pts. 1 — 3) PART 2 County Boards of Tax Assessors

(8§ 48-5-290 — 48-5-314)

48-5-291. Qualifications for members; approved appraisal courses; rules and
regulations.

(a) No individual shall serve as a member of the county board of tax assessors who:

(1) Is less than 21 years of age;

(2) Fails to make his or her residence within the county within six months after taking the oath of office
as a member of the board;

(3) Does not hold a high school diploma or its equivalent;

(4) Has not successfully completed 40 hours of training either prior to or within 180 days of appointment
as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section;

(5) Has not obtained and maintained a certificate issued by the commissioner; and

(6) In addition to the training required in paragraph (4) of this Code section, does not successfully
complete an additional 40 hours of approved appraisal courses as provided in subsection (b) of this Code
section during each two calendar years of tenure as a member of the county board of tax assessors.

(b) Approved appraisal courses shall be courses of instruction covering the basic principles of appraisal
and assessing of all classes and types of property including instruction in the fundamentals of Georgia
law covering the appraisal and assessing of property for ad valorem tax purposes as prescribed and
designated by the commissioner pursuant to Code Section 48-5-13. To ensure that the assessment
functions are performed in a professional manner by competent assessors, meeting clearly specified
professional qualifications, the commissioner shall develop, approve, and administer courses of

instruction designed to qualify applicants or tax assessors under this Code section and to specify
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qualification requirements for certification. The commissioner may contract with any professional
appraisal organization or firm or institution of higher education in this state to provide the necessary
courses of instruction or any part of any such course pursuant to Code Section 48-5-13.
(c) The commissioner shall promulgate such rules and regulations as may be necessary for the

administration of this Code section.

History

Ga. L. 1913, p. 123, § 4; Code 1933, § 92-6905; Ga. L. 1972, p. 1114, § 2; Ga. L. 1976, p. 1744, § 2;
Ga. L. 1977, p. 302, § 1; Ga. L. 1977, p. 666, § 1; Code 1933, § 91A-1435, enacted by Ga. L. 1978, p.
309, § 2; Ga. L. 1983, p. 576, § 1; Ga. L. 2006, p. 819, § 3/HB 1502; Ga. L. 2010, p. 1104, § 4-2/SB
346.

v Annotations

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Removal of board members unwarranted. —

Trial court did not abuse the court’s discretion in refusing to remove the only two members of the
Montgomery County Board of Tax Assessors for their failure to take courses required under O.C.G.A.
§ 48-5-291(a)(6) as the members had become current by completing the required coursework;
the trial court properly considered 0.C.G.A. § 48-5-296 and found that removing the only two
Board members would disrupt an essential county function, which finding was buttressed by
evidence that the county had difficulty obtaining people to fill positions on the Board. Smith v.
Montgomery County Bd. of Tax Assessors, 268 Ga. App. 177, 601 S.E.2d 386, 2004 Ga. App. LEXIS
815 (2004), cert. denied, No, S04C1864, 2004 Ga. LEXIS 868 (Ga. Sept. 27, 2004).
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