
Board oÍ Ta× Assessors

The board of tax assessors is responsible for determiningwhat property
in the county is subject to taxation and for requiring its proper return. It
examines and corrects errors in all real and personal propertycounty tax

returns. The board must see that all property in the county is returned
for taxes at fair valuation,and that valuation between individual taxpayers
is fairly equalized so that each pays, as nearly as possible, only his or her
proportionateshare of taxes.*°*

There is a county board of tax assessors in each county consisting of
no fewer than three nor more than five members appointed by the county
governingauthority.Each county governingauthority must establish
by resolution the term of office of members of its county board of tax

assessors within the range of not less than three years and not more than
six years. Thereafter,all assessors are to be appointed for terms as set by
the county governingauthority.This change in the lengthof terms does
not affect the terms of assessors in office at that time. No person may be
appointed or reappointedto a county board of tax assessors if the indi-
vidual is related to a member of the county governingauthority as a

• mother or mother-in-law,
• father or father-in-law,
• sister or sister-in-law,
• brother or brother-in-law,
• grandmotheror grandmotherby marriage,
• erandfather or grandfatherby marriage,
• son or son-in-law,or

• daughter or daughter-in-law."

Board members can be removed by the governingauthority only
for cause shown, for failure to perform the duties or to meet the quali-
fications imposed by law, or by the superior court judgeupon petition
by 100 or more real property owners of the county. Assessors must

possess certain qualificationsspecified by statute and successfullypass
an examination administered by the state revenue commissioner.I°6



The compensationof members of the board of tax assessors is fixed
by the county governingauthoritywithin limits set by statute." With
county governingauthority approval, the board of tax assessors may
contract with individuals and firms for staff assistance in performing its
duties, the cost of which is paid out of countyfunds.1"The state revenue

commissioner is authorized to make loans or contract with counties to

aid them in financing personnel to assist the board of tax assessors in
carrying out survey, valuation,and equalizationprograms.1"

The county governingauthoritymay, upon adoptionof a resolution,
request that a performance review of the county board of tax assessors

be conducted. Upon receipt of the request, the state revenue commis-
sioner appoints three persons to serve as members of the performance
review board: one member must be an employee of the state revenue

department,and the other two must be assessors who are not members
of the board under review. It is the duty of the review board to conduct
a thoroughand complete investigationof all actions of the tax assessors

and appraisal staff regarding the technical competencyof appraisal tech-
niques and compliancewith state law.The review board issues a written
report of its findings, includingevaluations,judgments,and recommen-

dations. The county governingauthority is required to reimburse the
members of the review board for reasonable expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties.The findings of the review board can be used

as grounds for the removal of one or more of the members of the board
of tax assessors."°


